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Inbound Tourism – Prague, 2016 – Overall Assessment  
Facts and Figures: 

 Total visitors: 7,127,558 
foreign: 6,110,762 (85.7%) 
domestic: 1,016,796 (14.3%) 

 Total visitor growth in Prague: 521,782 visitors (7.9%) 
foreign growth: 395,927 visitors (6.9%) 
visitors from CR growth: 125,855 visitors (14.1%) 

 Greatest number of visitors in Q3 
 The number of visitors was greatest in July and smallest in January. 
 Main countries of origin: Germany, USA, Great Britain 
 65.2% of all foreign visitors came from Europe (not counting Russia),  

16.5% from Asia 
22% of all European visitors came from Germany 
Visitors from Asia passed the one million mark, almost half of them from South 
Korea or China 
After a decline in Russian arrivals over the past two years, the beginning of 
which can be traced back to March 2014, there was a clear turnaround towards 
the end of 2016. When taken as a whole, Russian visitors declined in 2016 by 
5.3%, while the fourth quarter taken alone represented an increase of 27.8% 
year-on-year 

 Greatest growth: Germany, South Korea, Slovakia 
 2016 continued the trend of increasing arrivals throughout the year  
 Total overnight stays: 16,796,384 

foreign: 15,017,703 (89.4%) 
from CR: 1,778,681 (10.6%) 

 21.4% of overnight stays from Asia come from Israel 
 Total growth in Prague overnight stays: 879,119 nights (5.5%) 

foreign growth: 676,614 nights (4.7%) 
residents growth: 202,505 nights (12.8%) 

 Average length of overnight stays: 2.4 nights 
non-residents: 2.5 nights; residents: 1.7 nights 

 Longest average length of stay: Russia (3.6 nights), Israel (3.3 nights) 
Shortest average length of stay: Republic of Korea (1.7 nights) and China (1.8 
nights) 

 Prague currently has 795 collective accommodation establishments registered,  
with 42,081 rooms, 91,887 beds and 1,010 spots for tents and caravans 

 Hotel room use was at 65.1%, with net bed use at 63.5% 
 Five-star hotels report the greatest room and bed occupancy rates. 

 
Highly positive developments in incoming tourism over the last twelve months 
meant that once again Prague broke its own records from past years. 
Overall visitors passed the seven-million mark, with foreign visitors at over six 
million and visitors from the Czech Republic at over one million. The number of 
overnight stays also rose dramatically to 16.8 million.   
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Visitors 

Statistics from collective accommodation facilities in Prague indicate 7,127,558 visitors. The 
largest group of visitors, at 6,110,762 (or 85.7%) came as usual from abroad, with the rest, 
or 1,016,796 (14.3%), being residents. 
 

More than 30% of visitors chose to visit Prague, unsurprisingly, between July and 
September. The third quarter is the only quarter when the number of visitors to the Czech 
capital exceeded two million. July was the most popular month with 741,900 visitors 
(although August lagged behind it with just 4,000 fewer visitors). 
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This past year again followed the trend of increasing visitor numbers throughout the year. No 
month had fewer visitors in total than the same month the year before. 
Overall Prague welcomed 521,782 more visitors (+7.9%) to its accommodation facilities in 
2016 than in the previous year. The growth in non-resident visitors year-on-year was 
395,927 (+6.9%), while residents increased by 125,855 (+14.1%). 

 

 
The most striking increase in the total number of visitors to Prague (by more than 72,000) 
came in March as a result of the date of Easter as compared to the previous year. Another 
month where Prague welcomed significantly more visitors (by nearly 63,000) was December, 
impacted among other things by the change in behavior from Russian tourists. 

The lowest arrival figures were registered in the first quarter, with January arrivals amounting 
to less than 50% of the July figure. 

 

Overnight Stays 

The total number of overnights in Prague’s accommodation facilities was 16,796,384, 
which represents an increase of 879,119 overnights (5.5%) over 2015. 
Foreign visitors spent 15,017,703 overnights in Prague (89.4%), while Czech residents 
spent 1,778,681 (10.6%) overnights. This represents an increase of 676,614 overnights 
(4.7%) for non-residents, 202,505 (12.8%) for residents. 
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The highest number of overnight stays came in August, when Prague recorded 1,826,220 
overnight stays. On the opposite end of the spectrum, February had just 860,499 overnight 
stays. 

The average length of overnight stays remained at the same levels as 2015, only dropping 
by 0.1 night for residents: 
Total: 2.4 nights 
Foreign: 2.5 nights 
Residents: 1.7 nights 
 
1. Domestic visitors to Prague 

1,016,796 residents from other regions of the Czech Republic spent at least one night in the 
capital city in 2016. Their share in total visitor numbers came to 14.3%. 
Czech visitor numbers to the capital city have increased month-on-month for 26 months in a 
row. 
Czechs made 1,778,681 overnight stays in Prague’s collective accommodation facilities 
during the period in question, which is 10.6% of the total.  
The number of visitors grew by 125,855 (14.1%) year-on-year, with the number of 
overnight stays increasing by 202,505 (12.8%). 
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As usual, Czech residents did not come in greater numbers during the summer, but rather at 
the end of the year. They made the most visits to the capital in November (over 100,000), 
trailing by just 5,500 in December. 
The number of overnight stays from residents also peaked in November, when Czechs made 
169,864 overnight stays in Prague, followed closely by September. 
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2. Foreign visitors to Prague 

The 6,110,762 foreign visitors making 15,017,703 overnight stays were the result of 
Prague’s incoming tourism in 2016. Numbers of foreign visitors and overnight stays by non-
residents rose year-on-year once again. 
Foreign visitors increased by 395,927 (6.9%) and overnight stays increased by 676,614 
(4.7%). 

 

About 660,000 foreign visitors came to the Czech capital in both July and August, while 
January and February added only about 300,000 each to the total. 
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Source Countries  

The list of TOP 10 source countries for tourism remains quite stable over time.  The 2016 list 
has all the same players as the 2015 list. Germany leads the way as it has for years. 
The biggest change entailed South Korea reinforcing its position in 7th place. 

 

 

Top 10 markets with the highest total visits – 2016: 

Country Number of guests Growth/Decline Growth/Decline (%) 
1. Germany 877,352 +47,794 +5.8 
2. USA 453,105 +3,008 +0.7 
3. United Kingdom 410,527 +26,763 +7.0 
4. Italy 302,278 -5,784 -1.9 
5. Russia 280,641 -14,717 -5.0 
6. Slovakia 280,479 +39,261 +16.3 
7. Republic of Korea 236,449 +46,460 +24.5 
8. France 228,833 +14,002 +6.5 
9. China 226,105 +27,220 +13.7 
10. Poland 225,890 +29,275 +14.9 
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Top 10 markets by total nights: 

Country Number of 
overnight stays Growth/Decline Growth/Decline (%) 

1. Germany 2,050,741 +104,491 +5.4 
2. USA 1,091,235 -16,975 -1.5 
3. United 

Kingdom 1,058,570 +68,938 +7.0 
4. Russia 1,021,833 -112,583 -9.9 
5. Italy 854,700 -28,884 -3.3 
6. France 587,108 +28,456 +5.1 
7. Spain 558,956 +48,946 +9.6 
8. Slovakia 542,768 +76,325 +16.4 
9. Israel 470,654 +75,932 +19.2 
10. Poland 447,640 +57,936 +14.9 

 

Germany 
The greatest number of foreign visitors came from Germany (14.4%).  
A total of 877,352 visitors came from Germany, 47,794 (+5.8%) more than the previous year, 
representing the greatest increase year-on-year of all countries in absolute numbers.  
Germans also hold first place in number of overnight stays in Prague (13.7%). German 
citizens spent 2,050,741 nights in the Czech capital, almost a million more than the country 
in second place. The increase of 104,491 overnight stays (+5.4%) also represents the 
greatest increase in absolute numbers. 

 
USA 
The USA follows in second place. Visitors and overnight stays from the USA represented 
only about half of those from Germany. 
American visitors made up 7.4% of all foreign visitors and made 7.3% of all foreign overnight 
stays.The total number of Americans in Prague increased only slightly year-on-year, 
recording slightly fewer overnight stays overall. 
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United Kingdom 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland held its position in third place. 
The British made a solid increase in number of visitors as well as number of overnight stays 
(both +7%). 

Italy 
Fewer Italians came in 2016 than the previous year, but they held onto their position in the 
TOP 10. 
 
Russia 
After a decline in Russian arrivals over the past two years, the beginning of which can be 
traced back to March 2014, there was a clear turnaround towards the end of 2016. 
Although 5% fewer Russians came throughout the whole year as compared to 2015, the 
fourth quarter alone saw an increase of 28% (+19,082 visitors). 

Taken as a whole, Russian overnights decreased by 112,583 year-on-year (-9.9%) but the 
last quarter saw a promising surge with an increase of 73,545 (29.6%) over 2015. 
 

 
 

Asian countries 
Visitors from Asia exceeded one million.  
45.8% came from South Korea or China. There was an increase of 46,000 in Korean arrivals 
(24.5%) and 27,000 (13.7%) in Chinese arrivals. Nonetheless, the growth rate in both 
markets has slowed down. 
Due to shorter length of stays, South Korea and China have not yet made it into the TOP 10 
countries for overnight stays. On this list Israel holds ninth place. 
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Share in Prague tourism from different parts of the world 

Europe (not counting the Russian Federation) accounted for 65.2% of all foreign guests; 
16.5% came from Asia; 8.6% from North America; 4.6% from Russia; 2.9% from Central and 
South America; 1.5% from Australia, Oceania, and New Zealand; and 0.6% from Africa. 
The results look quite similar for number of overnight stays. Only Asia and Russia as a 
separate region reflect any significant differences, due to the quite long stays by Russian 
visitors (3.6 nights) and quite short stays by Koreans (1.7 nights) and Chinese (1.8 nights). 
Asia is responsible for 14.6% of all foreign overnight stays, and Russia for 6.8%. 
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Absolute growth in foreign visitors to Prague 

The number of non-residents visiting Prague has been growing steadily since 2012. The past 
year saw 395,927 more foreign visitors (6.9%) in total than 2015. 
Europe-based growth represented a total of 258,803 persons (6.9%); Asia registered an 
increase of 136.496 guests (15.6%); and finally, the year-on-year deficit in Russian arrivals 
reached 14.700 guests (-5%). 

 

Fastest growing markets by volume compared to 2015: 

Country Growth Growth (%) 
1. Germany 47,794 5.8 
2. South Korea 46,460 24.5 
3. Slovakia 39,261 16.3 
4. Poland 29,275 14.9 
5. Other Asian countries 27,641 18.7 
6. China 27,220 13.7 
7. United Kingdom 26,763 7.0 
8. Israel 25,155 21.0 
9. Spain 21,421 11.7 
10. Netherlands 18,201 15.1 
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The greatest losses in inbound guests compared to 2015 are from the following 
countries: 

Country Decline Decline (%) 
1. Japan -15,920 -16.8 
2. Russia -14,717 -5.0 
3. Brazil -7,151 -12.1 
4. Italy -5,784 -1.9 
5. Other European 

Countries -3,106 -3.1 
6. Serbia and 

Montenegro -2,866 
 

-7.2 
 
The most significant decline was registered in arrivals from Japan (-17,000); the deficit was 
spread evenly throughout the year and there was no sign of recovery in the last quarter. 

Greatest increases in nights compared to 2015 

Country Growth Growth (%) 
1. Germany 104,491 5.4 
2. South Korea 80,255 24.8 
3. Slovakia 76,325 16.4 
4. Israel 75,932 19.2 
5. United Kingdom 68,938 7.0 
6. Other Asian 

countries 60,722 
 

17.8 
7. Poland 57,936 14.9 
8. Spain 48,946 9.6 
9. China 47,489 13.2 
10. Netherlands 40,833 13.0 

 

The greatest losses compared to 2015: 

Country Decline Decline (%) 
1. Russia -112,583 -9.9 
2. Japan -29,748 -15.4 
3. Italy -28,884 -3.3 
4. Brazil -22,297 -14.3 
5. USA -16,975 -1.5 

 

Comparing Prague tourism with total tourism in the CR 

Visitors came in greater numbers in 2016 not just to the capital, but also to the Czech 
Republic as a whole. All regions together welcomed a total of 18,388,853. Of that number, 
50.7% were non-residents and 49.3% were residents. 

The country as a whole welcomed 1,193,303 (6.9%) more visitors year-on-year. Of that 
number, foreign visitors made up 614,527 (7.1%) and residents made up 578,776 (6.8%). 

Germans made up one in five non-resident visitors to the Czech Republic with a total of 
1,881,095. Slovaks make up about one third of the numbers from Germany, with Polish 
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visitors coming in third place with 541,332 visitors total, and the USA comes in fourth.  
The fifth-place Russians saw a decrease of 6.3%, but Q4 2016 looked better for the Czech 
Republic as a whole and recorded an increase of 23.1% (22,306 visitors) from Russia. 
Visitor numbers for the whole Czech Republic grew year-on-year from China by 23.3% 
(67,217 visitors), from South Korea by 22.7% (60,282 visitors), and from Israel by 19.9% 
(27,995 visitors). 

A total of 65.6% of all foreign visitors to the Czech Republic came to Prague. 

 

The number of overnight stays in collective accommodation facilities came to 49,696,957 
for the country as a whole. Residents and non-residents are nearly evenly matched (51.2% 
to 48.8%).  
2016 saw an increase of 2,603,051 (5.5%) overnight stays year-on-year in total.  
Residents made 1,621,417 (6.8%) more overnight stays, while this number increased by 
981,634 (4.2%) overnight stays for non-residents. Prague held a 61.9% share in the non-
resident overnight stays in the country. 

The number of visitors and overnight stays increased in all regions of the Czech Republic. 

Based on data from the Czech Statistical Office published on 31.March 2017 
Martina Kuřitková – Prague City Tourism 

 

 


